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Notes on Final 

Antithesis-is a figure of speech in which words or phrases that are parallel in order and syntax 
express opposite or contrasting meanings 

ex. It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the 
age of foolishness 

Chiasmus- A figure of speech in which two successive phrases of clauses are Parallel in syntax 
but reverse an order of analogous words 

Ex. The land was ours before we were the land 

Anaphora- The intentional repetition of words or phrases at the beginning of successive lines, 
stanza, sentences or paragraphs 

Apostrophe- A figure of speech in which someone absent or dead or something and not human is 
addressed as it was alive and present and could reply 

Ex. "Is this a dagger which I see before me/The handle toward my hand?/ 
Come, let me clutch thee!/I have thee not, and yet I see thee still." 

Rhetorical Question-figure of speech in which a question is posed not to solicit an answer/reply 
but to emphasize a for gone or clearly implied conclusion 

Ex. Who knows?/"Are you stupid?"/"Did you hear me?" 

Elsmere text-contains the most complete text of the Canterbury tales that we have. Written in 
large clear book hand which covers 232 leaves of fine quality thin vellum, printed on large 
unusually large pages with unusually generous margins, lavish illumination illustration and 
decoration: huge golden and colorful initials to join it to elaborate borders appear on 71 pages. 

Sophist- was popular and parents were willing to spend large sums to have their sons trained by 
them Older men felt that the new teachers had corrupted their sons a lead them to question the 
value of just no believes and practices the most famous of sophists is Socrates. 
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